State of Alabama

Pike County

Brundidge, Alabama

The Council of the City of Brundidge, Alabama met in regular session on September 3rd, 2013 at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall at which time and place the following members were present: Councilmembers Baxter, Ross and Pearson.  Mayor Ramage called the meeting to order.
Mayor Ramage called the meeting to order and the minutes for the meeting of August 20th, 2013 were presented and upon motion by Mrs. Pearson, second by Mrs. Baxter, with all voting yea, the minutes were approved as presented.

Mayor Ramage opened the public hearing at 4 p.m. per the published notice.  Property owners were notified per Section 11-40-30 through 11-40-36, Code of Alabama regarding nuisance and/or abandoned properties within the City of Brundidge for the purpose of taking public comment and property owner comment.  Properties identified appear to be dilapidated and are not maintained and appear to be beyond economically feasible rehabilitation.  Condemnation and demolition of these nuisance properties was considered by City Council.    

Mayor Ramage introduced Susan Monroe, the City’s grant administrator who explained the process and the program including the property owners’ right to appeal the Council decision within 10 days of the resolution to condemn.  Properties will be demolished utilizing grant funds available through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) through the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) through CDBG Project No. SM-CM-PF-12-006 that also provided water improvements in the Caldwell Street area.  Project progress and accomplishments were mentioned.

Ms. Monroe further discussed that property owners have a responsibility to maintain their properties in a safe and habitable condition so they do not pose a threat to the health or safety of other citizens nor lower property values for other residents.  The City Council has a responsibility to all citizens to maintain the community and protect the health and safety of residents.  Nuisance properties attract criminal activity, vermin, are prone to fires and sudden collapse if they are not maintained.  For these reasons the properties under consideration were identified. 

Ms. Monroe explained that typically, houses that are condemned as nuisance properties in the City are demolished using City funds and a lien is recorded for the cost of demolition against the property at the County tax record office.  Britt Thomas, City Manager also explained that should the lien against the property not be paid with the property taxes, then the property is sold so that the City can recover the cost of demolition.  However, because the City was awarded a grant, these properties can now be removed without cost to the City or the property owner.  The property owner will not lose the property and ownership of the property does not change.  Further, no lien will be placed on the property.  

Attendees were then informed that, should a property owner desire to make repairs to their properties, that they must contact the City’s building inspector to determine what will need to be done to the property to determine costs.  Properties must be brought up to the City’s adopted building code and then maintained in that condition.  Should a property owner fail to make promised repairs, then the City will be forced to demolish the property and grant funds may not be available at that time.  A lien for the demolition will need to be placed on the property to recover the cost of demolition.  

Each property was then identified by address with owners and mortgage/lien holders identified who were notified regarding the subject nuisance property.  Comment from property owners and others were then heard and the City Council considered same.  No resolutions to condemn properties were considered.  The Mayor and Council wanted to hear property owner comments relative to the identified properties to consider as they make their decision to condemn and demolish subject properties.  Property owners and other attendees were informed that Council would consider resolutions to condemn at the next meeting.  Several property owners indicated that they would like to make repairs and they were informed that they should attend the next meeting with a firm plan for what they will do to bring the property up to an acceptable standard.  With no further questions or comments, Mayor Ramage ordered the public hearing closed.
There being no further business to come before the council, Mayor Ramage ordered the meeting adjourned.
